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Childrenôs Sermon   John 3:16-19 

 

 The grace of God is poured out upon us in the gift of each day.  

We welcome the children to the front of this worship place in order to 

celebrate what God has given. 

 

 There are bags of food along the front edge of the platform this 

morning.  Do you remember why we brought the bags of food?  It sup-

ports the Calvary Cupboard and you are exactly right, we use that to 

help our neighbors; because each of us has experienced situations 

where it is kind of hard to make ends meet. This food is to help with 

our ministry to them and if you did not take bag last week or you 

werenôt here last week you are still welcome to pick up bags at the 

Welcome Center and you can bring them back at anytime.   

 

  

 

 

 Speaking of this past week: How many of you saw this on 

Thursday afternoon?  (A picture of a rainbow is projected on the 

screen.)  You should have been either riding home from school on the 

bus or you might have gotten home already.  Just as I pulled into the 

parking lot here at the church the rainbow was at its brightest.  So I ran 

into the building real quick, grabbed the churchôs camera and went 

back out and took some photographs.   

 

 

 

 As I took this picture I was wondering to myself, how does this 

happen?  How does a rainbow form?  Does anybody have any idea?  

After it rains and the sun comes out, something happens with the rain 

and the sun that causes a rainbow.  Itôs actually something called a 

 



prism.  Have you ever seen a prism?  It divides light into all the differ-

ent colors that are all part of white light.   

 

 

 

 The sunlight has all the different colors of the rainbow in it.  

And when white sunlight shines into raindrops it creates this effect 

where all the different colors are separated into what we call a rain-

bow.  We know that there is only one sun, so you have to have the sun 

to have a rainbow.  It doesnôt happen on a dark, cloudy day like this.  

You arenôt going to go outside today and see a rainbow.  And there 

needs to be water in the air.  You have to have the sunlight and the wa-

ter droplets which come together to form this rainbow. 

 

 Now those of you who have studied science past the third grade 

will be able to talk about light refraction and that other good stuff.  Just 

keep this in mind: youôve got to have the sun and you have to have lots 

of moisture in the air which we call raindrops.  Every raindrop reflects 

light of the same sun. 

 

 As I was standing there taking the picture I thought, what a cool 

image to think about World Communion Sunday and Godôs Son.  So I 

remembered this particular passage, which is one of the most famous 

passages in all of the Bible and you probably know parts of it by heart. 

 

God loved the world so much that he gave us his Son.  Believe 

in him and life becomes whole and holy.  Did God do this so we 

would feel ashamed and unworthy of such a great gift?  No!  

Christ came to set things right between God and all the people 

of the world.  He is the light that shows us the path to God.  

Some people run from the light.  It exposes things they would 

rather keep hidden in darkness.  They donôt care about pleasing 

God.  But if we live in the light, we show everyone what God 

has done through us in Christ.  If the light lives in us, we show 

others what God is doing in and through us. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So just like each raindrop reflects the light of the sun, every per-

son reflects the light of Godôs Son in their own special way.  Just like 

all the different colors you see in a rainbow it all comes from the light 

of one sun.  All the different kinds of people that you meet in the 

course of a week, and if you were to travel around the world all the 

different kinds of people you see in the world, they are all reflecting 

the light of Godôs love in their own special way and itôs all around the 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This particular day is sort of a special day in the church all 

around the world because today all the people in all the churches all 

around the world celebrate communion, which is sort of our way of 

reminding ourselves of Christôs sacrifice for us, of the gift of his life.  

The bread that we take symbolizes and the cups that we share symbol-

ize the new covenant that he made with us.  And today people all 

around the world are joined by the light of Godôs Son. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



I did a little searching on the internet because I thought it would 

really be cool if we had some way to remember Godôs Son and the 

rainbow of people that God has created throughout the world as we 

share communion.  Wouldnôt you know it - there is a way to make 

something called Rainbow Communion Bread.  I talked to a lady I 

know who bakes a lot, Mrs. Shepler, who is a member of our congre-

gation.  Mrs. Shepler said, ñSend me the recipe and letôs see what we 

can do.ò  This is the Communion Bread that Mrs. Shepler baked to re-

mind us of how cool it is that we are only one of all the people in the 

world.  (Pastor shows a loaf of bread that has all the colors of the rain-

bow in it.)  This is regular white bread.  Itôs not flavored with any addi-

tives.  Itôs just white bread with food coloring.  So when the commun-

ion trays go around this morning they are going to look like this which 

is a little bit different than they usually look, isnôt it?  All of these dif-

ferent colors are baked into the bread.  Itôs a reminder to us that all the 

people of God, all around the world, are sharing the Lordôs Supper to-

day.  If you have a food allergy to food coloring weôve got you cov-

ered.  Just remind one of the ushers that you need a piece of the white 

bread and there is a tray in the back and they will be happy to get that 

for you.  But the rest of us are going to share in this, which is kind of a 

reminder of the way God loves all of us and the fact that each of us re-

flect the love of Christ in our own special way.  When it comes by 

donôt worry about which color you get, it doesnôt really matter, it all 

tastes the same.  Itôs all symbolic of Godôs great love for us in Christ. 

 

Thanks for sharing in our time this morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

Message   John 17 

 

 For the last month weôve been doing what we call a 

ñCelebration of Ministryò over in Fellowship Hall because we know 

Christ calls us to do more than just go to church,  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Christ calls us to BE the church.  The work that we share togeth-

er is essentially educational in nature.  We have the opportunity to 

share the unique message of Godôs grace with the people around us. 

 

 Part of what we do here on Sunday morning, as is the case of 

what we do here the whole rest of the week, we are minded of Godôs 

grace as our awareness becomes raised to all the things that God has 

given to us, as we accept what that grace means in our life and how it 

is that we have been specially and wonderfully made to share that 

grace.  As we affirm that grace by deciding to share our gifts with oth-

er people and as we apply the gifts that God has given to us to the 

work that draws us together as the Church of Jesus Christ. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Two weeks ago we talked about the ministry that we share being 

relational.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 Our ministry is relational because we are in a living, loving, car-

ing and forgiving relationship with Christ who is the one who has done 

things for us.  He has given his life for us as symbolized by the bread 

and the cup that you will receive.  He has done things to us.  He has 

caused us to experience new birth by faith.  He is working in us to ac-

complish great things in our relationship with us and in the community 

in which we live.  And who will work through us in the ongoing rela-

tionship that we have with God as the light of Godôs love is reflected 

not only in our faith but in those with whom we touch.  Every believer, 

everywhere, is invited to be part of that great relationship called the 

Kingdom and thatôs why you and I can say I believe. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 If we are the church we are reminded that Godôs ministry is or-

ganizational.  Last week over in Fellowship Hall you had a chance to 

look at some of the work done by all the different boards and commit-

tees in our congregation.  Some of that work is not the most thrilling or 

enthralling (if you think about trustees and finance and stewardship 

and education).  There are all sorts of things being done here in the 

church but all of these things that occur here in this organization are an 

attempt for us to capture the vision of Christ and then to do things with 

it.  To take the creed and become what it is that we believe.   

 

 

 

The people who work here in the organization of this fellowship 

are doing things to help us to put programs and plans in place to enable 

us to actually live out our faith.  To take the lead, not only here in this 

place but also in the worldðto go out into the world to lead others to 

Christ; to sow the seeds of forgiveness and love in every relationship.  

And, as evidenced by the food bags here in front of you this morning, 

to meet the needs of those around us. 
 



 

So for three week we have been talking about our ministry.  The 

differentiation between our ministry here and ministry elsewhere 

comes in the difference between two words.   

 

 

 

Ministry is what happens in here.  It is the ministers of God min-

istering to each other.  We are not talking about the ordained ministers 

necessarily.  We are talking about each one of us with the opportunity 

to serve one another and to care for the sheep who are part of the fold 

of God.  The people around you are people who the Shepherd has 

drawn in and the Shepherd has granted to us the privilege of serving 

one another. 

 

 

 

 

Today we celebrate our mission.  The difference between minis-

try and mission is pretty simple.  Mission is what happens beyond the 

walls.  Ministry is us taking care of ourselves.  Ministry is us moving 

in ways which are gracious and grateful in each otherôs lives in order 

that we may come to know Christ.  But mission is a task given to a 

representative who takes it and makes it their own.  When we go out-

side these walls and call ourselves Christians we have accepted the 

mission of being the body of Christ in the world.  We have taken what 

Christ has given to us, we have claimed it for ourselves and now we 

take the task that he has set before all of his people to go forth into the 

world to proclaim the good news, to baptize and make disciples of all 

people. 

 

On the last night of Jesusô life he shared that missional commis-

sion with his friends. 

 

At the conclusion of their last meal together, Jesus prayed for 

his disciples, ñFather, I have completed the task you gave to me.  

My followers now know you as well as I do. 

 

Think about that.  Part of what we celebrate in Christ is the incarna-
 



tion, the word made flesh.  The word of God is as real, it is as transpar-

ent in the life and death of Christ as it every has been in all of human 

history.  And because of that we know God like Jesus knew God. 

 

ñThey have seen you in me.  They love with our heart. 

This is Jesus talking to God.  You all love with the heart of Christ.  You 

all love with the power of God. 

 

ñThey think and understand with our mind. 

 

Let us be of one mind, Paul says, the mind of Christ that we may think 

and understand and perceive one another with the same sense of grati-

tude and thanksgiving that God perceives us. 

 

ñI gave them your Word.  They live in the world, but they are 

not defined by the world. 

 

Yes, we live in this place and we share it together but this is not in a 

very real sense our home.  We are all moving on to some other place, 

some other dwelling this is eternal in the heavens, not made with 

hands but embraced in the arms of God. 

 

ñAs you sent me, so now I give them my missions.  I send them 

out into the world to bring life and light to all.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, if we are to be the church, our ministry here inside 

these walls now becomes the assignment that we take beyond these 

walls.  Our ministry becomes a mission as we proclaim the majesty of 

Christ to the world.   

 

 

 

 

 



What does that mean?  It means to cherish Christ as the Good 

Shepherd of our lives, our Lord and Savior.  When we say ñThatôs MY 

Kingò what we are talking about is the majesty of one who is born in 

humility but who lives in God glory.  Who in meekness and weakness 

shows us what it is to be strong and faithful.  Whose every moment, 

whose every movement, whose every thought word and deed shows us 

what is truly eternal, what is truly valuable, what is truly lasting. 

 

 

 

Our ministry becomes a mission as we convey his message to 

the world.  Itôs not enough just to speak his name.  Itôs not enough to 

wear a pin on your lapel that is cross-shaped.  Itôs not enough to show 

up on a Sunday morning.  We have a message that needs to be con-

veyed and we can do it with what we say and we can do it with what 

we do.  But we have the heart of God and the mind of Christ within us 

so that how it is that we live, how it is that we act, what it is what we 

have to say, actually become the words articulated by the voice of 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ministry becomes a mission as we act out of his motives, as 

we put aside selfishness and greed and anxiety and fear and insecurity 

we see his glory and understand how it is that he shares the message 

with us.  We act out of love, not out of self-preservation, not out of a 

sense of trepidation.  We act boldly.  We sin boldly too because there 

are times when we canôt help but to act out of our motives. 

When Christ lives in us, when we share the sacrament, we are 

reminded of how close he is and how easy it is to allow him to move 

us and touch us and to renew our hearts.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our ministry becomes a mission as we engage in new methods 

of service.  Itôs very easy for churches, especially in the climate in 

which we have been living for the last couple years, the economic un-

certainty that we have faced, to think of missions as something that is 

expendable.  If you have to tighten up usually the first place you tight-

en up is out there not in here.  Isnôt it amazing that almost two years 

ago we committed to building a Habitat House.  Right in the thick of 

all that uncertainty and unrest the congregation, the body of Christ 

known as Calvary United Methodist Church, committed to building a 

house for one of our neighbors.  There are representatives from Habitat 

here this morning and they will be over in Fellowship Hall and if any 

of you have questions or if you have things you would like to know 

about Habitat as a project and all the things that are going on take a 

minute and go over and ask Mark and his associates.  They will be 

happy to answer it for you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The point is that anything we do outside the walls is very simple 

and this is the imageðto draw other people to our Savior. 

 

 

 

Just how important is mission.  Some people would say itôs a big 

part of the church.  Maybe itôs a little more than that.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


