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Childrenôs Sermon    Romans 7:17-25 

 

 The peace that our Master provides is not something that chang-

es.  It is constant as is the love of God. We welcome the children to the 

front of this worship space to talk about that which is truly eternal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Remember that from last week?  Iôm sure you do.  Do you also 

remember from last week that I want one and when I first saw that 

commercial I couldnôt decide which one I wantedðthe clown fish or 

the shark.  It just so happens that I did a little bit of research around the 

area this week and sure enough they are available at your local toy 

store.  I do not get any kind of compensation for sharing that with you.  

I just think itôs a really cool thing. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 Something happened this week that I wanted to share with you.  

I pulled into the driveway at the parsonage on Thursday and this was 

what was at the door.  Now we usually get boxes at the parsonage that 

sometimes come for Mrs. Parks and sometimes they come for me.  I 

didnôt remember ordering anything so I quick grabbed the package and 

I looked at the mailing address and it was not for me. 

 

  

 

 



 You might be surprised to learn, however, that that didnôt stop 

me from being interested in what might be in there.  As a matter of 

fact, for the next couple minutes after I took the box inside I had the 

thought that maybe I could just open it and pretend that I didnôt see the 

label.  And, even if it wasnôt for me, it was something that somebody 

in my household who loves me might have bought me as an early 

Christmas Gift.   

 

  

 

 

  So I was wondering what should I do.  What should I do? 

(A little boy says ñYou shouldnôt open it.) I shouldnôt open it.  Yeah, 

thatôs what I thought for a while.   

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 But then I remembered that Christmas is like a gazillion days 

away.  Christmas is way, way far off and what if I donôt get one on 

Christmas Day.  Iôm going to be disturbed and it is so many days away 

I really want to know now if Iôm getting one of these for Christmas 

and that causes a problem.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 You see there are things that I know I shouldnôt do but because I 

want to do them it gives me sort of a dilemma.  Do you know what a 

dilemma is?  A dilemma is when you have a choice to make and you 

are no sure what you should do. As Trent said, I already know what 

Iôm supposed to do, donôt I?  But itôs because of what I want that easy 

choices get made even more difficult.  Hereôs what Paul had to say to 

some friends in Rome. 

 

Godôs commands are perfect. Iôm not. 

 

You know, love one another, care for each other, forgive one anotherð

those are perfect ideas.  But Iôm not perfect.  So even though Iôve read 

those ideas and Iôve heard those ideas, once I take hold of them I can 

twist them around to do stuff that I want to do.   

 

When Iôm full of myself, when I think of what I want first and 

foremost and forget about everything else, itôs then that Iôm tru-

ly empty of God. 

 

When Iôm full of me thereôs no room for God and Godôs perfect com-

mands.   

 

I decide to do what God asks one minute.  Then I turn around 

and do the opposite.  I choose to say ñnoò to something I know 

is wrong.  Then I do it anyway!  I canôt trust myself.  Iôm so 

weak and wishy-washy.  Is there anyone who can help me not be 

so imperfect? 

 

  Do you think there is anybody that can help me?  Who might that be?  

My family might help me but Iôve found that my family can be as 

wishy-washy as me.  Jesus can help me. 

 

Jesus acted to set things right in the tug-of war that is my life.  

He helps to change my heard and mind.  What I do now matches 

what I believe.  In Christ, I see the person I am to become. 

 

And like you, Trent, I agree that it was not right for me to open it.   

 

 

 



  

 When my wife got home I handed it to her and the look because 

I think she probably knew what I thought about doing because she has 

lived with me longer than anybody should have to.  

 

 Sometimes doing the right thing is really tough.  Sometimes we 

really feel that pull between what God wants and what we want. But 

itôs now always about what I want.  Itôs always about what God wants 

and doing the right thing.  Even it means saying no to something that I 

want.   

 

 Thanks for sharing in our time this morning and being part of 

our Childrenôs Sermon this morning. 

 

 

 

Message   Luke 12:49-56 

 

Hereôs to the crazy ones. The misfits.  The re-

bels.  The troublemakers.  The round pegs in the 

square holes. The ones who see things differently. 

Theyôre not fond of rules. And they have no re-

spect for the status quo. You can quote them, disa-

gree with them, glorify or vilify them.  About the 

only thing you canôt do is ignore them. Because 

they change things. They push the human race 

forward. While some may see them as the crazy 

ones, we see genius. Because the people who are 

crazy enough to think they can change the world, 

are the ones who do. 

 

 
 

 

 



 The ad campaign began in 1997 and stretched for five years.  It 

was a reminder about how Apple Computers and the way that they 

were so user friendly and was a totally different approach to home 

computing than were PCôs generated by IBM.  In fact the slogan of 

ñThink Differentò was kind of a play on IBMôs slogan prior to that 

which was simply ñThink.ò   

 

 What the ad firm who put together the ads did was come up 

which a series of images which they then turned into posters of people 

in the twentieth century who had been agents of change.  They were 

people in various fields; whether they be science or arts or literature or 

cinematography.  There were all sorts of reasons why people made that 

particular list and there were posters generated for them.  But one 

thing they shared in common, as Richard Dreyfuss read in that script, 

they all pushed humanity forward.  The agent of change that they were 

was an opportunity for them to do something that had yet to be done. 

 

 Agents of change are significant in life.  And in the Protestant 

Church, in the variety in the branch of Christianity called Protestant-

ism, this is called Reformation Day because we hearken back to a gen-

tleman named Martin Luther who out of a sense of desiring to change 

things so completely shifted the paradigm of what the church should 

be that the church could no longer contain it.  It broke free. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 Agents of change have the ability the opportunity to do a num-

ber of things.  One thing they do is they restore that which once was, 

when you think of the story that arks through the Old Testament and 

New Testament. When you get to Paul, Paul understands that in the 

person of Jesus God has acted to restore something that has been long 

lost, to put back together humankind.  He restores what once was. 

 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 Agent of change have the opportunity and the ability to repair 

and replace what is, to take something as it is and move it in some way 

to alter the way it functions or the way it exists in order to make it bet-

ter. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Agents of change have the ability and the opportunity also to 

look forward.  Not only to look back and to look around but also to 

look forward, to reveal what is yet to come.   

 

 

 

 

 And there are many who have changed the world, some for good 

and some not so much.  In fact, there was a series of posters created 

which showed the faces of people who have not changed the world in 

a positive way and have not moved humanity forward.  It was sort of 

an ironic and sarcastic take on Appleôs theme.  It was supposed to be 

funny but all it was was a reminder of how it is that the power of 

change can be used to create new and beautiful reality or horrific de-

struction. 

 

 But only one agent of change in all of human history had the 

ability and the opportunity to change the world for God.  Christ steps 

into the world as God and as such is able to reach out his hand to put 

the touch, the love, the forgiveness, the joy of God into the hearts of 

others. We know that.  Thatôs why we are here, because what he has 

done in the world, what he has done in our world and how he has 

moved in and among us. 

 



 But itôs important to remember not only Christôs place as an 

agent of change but our place as well. 

 

My arrival is like a match to a fuseðthings are going to blow 

up.  Iôve come to change everything. 

 

Everything.  Not just the way people dress, not the way the talk, not 

the language they use in terms to reference to God.  Not the way the 

temple operates.  Not the way the synagogue is part of the community 

of faith. 

 

Iôm here to put things right.  Will this be smooth, easy, comfort-

able process?  No. 

 

The imagery that Jesus uses comes with a sword because what he has 

to say, what he proposes, what he embodies will be do divisive, so 

controversial, that people will actually come to violence over it. 

 

Disruption and confrontation accompany profound change. 

 

Whether it be for the good or for evil. 

 

He said to the crowd: ñYou see clouds building in the west.  The 

wind changes.  óItôs going to rain,ò you predictðand it does.  

You watch the colors of the leaves change.  The days grow 

shorter.  óWinter is coming,ô you predict. Youôre right.  Hereôs 

the problem.  Youôre attuned to changes in the world around 

you. 

 

Yes we are.  As a matter of fact, this is probably the one place 

that you are spending time throughout the week when you are most at-

tuned to changes.  That hymn that we sang, When Jesus Came Into My 

Heart, I canôt tell you when I heard it, I canôt tell you when I came 

across it.  Itôs not the kind of music I listen to.  Itôs certainly not the 

kind of music I grew up with in church.  But you know what; Iôm big 

enough to change a little bit.  I heard that song a couple of weeks and 

it spoke to me in a way that it never had before.  So I though, itôs a 

song about change.  What change he has brought when Jesus came into 

my heart.  So I thought weôd sing it this morning. 

 



But what about the changes that are breaking in upon you at this 

very moment? 

 

Some of them are easy to see.  Iôve got a birthday coming upð

55.  Double nickel.  Ouch!  Iôm okay with it though.  Itôs part of the 

change of my life. 

 

 

Christ is Godôs agent of change and Christ is also breaking in 

upon us.  Christ is in our hearts and in our lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

He is here to change us by restoring what once was.  There have 

been so many times in my life when I have taken my relationship with 

God and blown it up, when I have completely walked away with it.  

And I need some help to get back.  Time to time I know that I have 

strayed and wondered far away and there are times when the presence 

of people who follow Christ have been the only sign that have helped 

me find my way back into that fellowship of grace. 

 

God reconciled us to himself through Christ and he has given to 

each of us a ministry of reconciliation.  We are therefore, you and I, 

Christôs ambassadors.  God is using us to offer this invitation of fel-

lowship to all people.  Donôt wait any longer.  Let us be reconciled to 

God.  Let Christ restore what once was by allowing us to see how 

good, how perfect, how loving is the Fatherôs will in our lives and how 

that grace is sufficient to hold us in his hands, to wrap us in his arms 

and to embrace us in a peace that passes our understanding. 

 

 

Christ changes us by repairing and replacing what is in me.  I 

am an imperfect, wishy, washy, floppy Christian.  Most of the time if 

you put a spotlight on me Iôll do the right thing.  Sometimes though 

Iôll do the right thing for all the wrong reasons, typically because the 

spotlight is on me. 

 

 



Our view of the world used to be the same as everyone else but 

not anymore.  We see things with new eyes.  Once we were one with 

Christ everything changes.  The old is replaced and a new creation be-

gins.  The old heart, the old will, the old mind is now changed out, re-

paired, replaced, taken away and in its place is a new creation.   

 

This is what Luther attempted to do.  He didnôt start out by say-

ing that the church is something to be left behind.  He stood in the 

midst of it.  He hammered his paper to the wall with ninety-five state-

ments about what was wrong with the church and then he invited dia-

logue but the church couldnôt handle it.  So they found a way to show 

him the door.  Thatôs what reformation is all about.  Itôs to take what it 

is, to repair it in someway alter it so that it is truly to its calling, more 

perfect in its embodiment of the good news. 

 

Wesley did the same thing with similar results.  Here is the door, 

John, because when you try to reform things, when you try to repair or 

replace what is with something more perfect not everybody is interest-

ed. 

 

 

Christ changes us by revealing what we can be, what we might 

be and what might be in the world round us by his perfect manifesta-

tion and embodiment of the love of God.  This is the message we have 

heard from him and declared to you; God is life, in him there is no 

darkness at all and if we walk in the light we have fellowship with one 

another.  The light of God will shine through us into all the worldð

through us into all the world.  That is our identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Because of the change that God has wrought through Christ in 

us, because of the agent of change who Christ has become in our lives 

we have the ability, the opportunity and the responsibility.  In response 

to what Christ has done in us we now become agent of change to 

change the world for God.  We have the task of reforming creation. Itôs 

no ours and it is not by our vision that it is reformed.  It is by the love 

of Christ who dwells in us and who gives us a hope that is not made 

with human hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, therefore, it requires that we do more than think different.  

It requires much more. 

 

Hereôs to the faithful ones.  The lights set high on a 

hill.  The hands that reach out to the lost.  The 

voices of hope in a world of despair.  They give 

graciously without counting the cost.  They love 

their neighbors as they love themselves.  They 

share without weighing the merits of those who re-

ceive.  You can listen to them, watch them, chal-

lenge them, applaud or condemn them.  You can 

even ignore them.  About the only thing you canôt 

do is silence the Message they offer.  In small yet 

profound ways, they change things.  They bring 

God to humanity.  They lift humanity to God.  They 

are the Word made flesh.  While some may see 

them as the crazy ones, others see hope.  Because 

the people who are faithful enough to change the 

world, are the one who do. 
 

 




