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Children‟s Sermon   Acts 1 

 

 God‟s blessings have been poured out upon us that we might en-

joy them in every stage of life.  We welcome the children to the front 

of our worship space to celebrate God‟s goodness. 

 

  

 

 Well, I can see we are not going to have to worry about you 

guys being too rowdy today; but speaking of a day when you might get 

rowdy, how many more days are left in school?  Eight and a half?  Do 

you have it broken down by hours too?  Pretty good stuff, right?  The 

end of school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 This is the way people typically look on the last day of school.  

See if this rings any bells for you.  Yeah!  Hurray!  I didn‟t get to do 

that on my last day of school.  Everybody is up in the air.  Everybody 

is jumping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Even in other countries.  This is Russia actually where they wear 

those dresses.  They are worn as a sign of formality and formal cele-

bration.  And, of course, there are all these other people.  Good stuff—

right?   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Why are you so happy when school is over?  Because you don‟t 

have to wake up every morning early.  That‟s one reason why you are 

happy school is over.  Anybody else?  You get to do whatever you 

want to do.   

 

 

 When you leave school for the last time for the summer, you 

leave all the work behind: all the homework, all the tests, all the lab 

reports, all the sit-ups you have to do in gym.  Everything that makes 

school kind of a drag you let that all behind and you walk out the door 

to do something called vacation.  Do you know what it means to va-

cate?  It means to take off and leave and when you leave school for the 

last time it is a joyous celebration because you are leaving all the work 

behind. 

 

 Interestingly enough it is just the opposite here in church.  When 

you leave this place you take all the work with you.  But incredibly 

enough look at how happy everyone is to take all the work with them, 

because the work that we do as a church doesn‟t happen here on Sun-

day morning.  What happens here on Sunday morning is not work.  

What happens here on Sunday morning is worship.  What happens 

when we go out there that‟s the work.  That‟s where it takes studying.  

That‟s where it takes effort. That‟s where it takes sacrifice.  That‟s 

where you go and you can‟t do everything you might want.  We are 

asked to do what it is that God wants. That‟s a kind of interesting way 

to think about not only living our lives but being here together on Sun-

day morning. 

 

 



 Sometimes being a Christian looks like really hard work.  This 

is the story of Jesus who for the last time says “Bye” to his disciples.  

The disciples may be thinking that when Jesus leaves them the work is 

done.  It‟s vacation time because Jesus takes off.  He vacates.  He is 

gone.  This is the story of how that happened. 

 

Before he left the disciples, he told them: “Everything happens 

in God‟s good time. Don‟t worry.  The Spirit will fill you with 

power.  You‟ll be ready to tell everyone everywhere all about 

me.” 

 

And then, he was taken up before their very eyes into the clouds.  

They just stood there, looking into the sky with their mouths 

open.  Suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 

 

Now here‟s a question for you:  Do you think it was these guys?  Do 

you think it was the two men dressed in white that Mary saw at the 

empty tomb?  I kind of wonder about that.  Two men that suddenly 

come to stand next to them all dressed in white at a time when Jesus 

takes off might also be the two men dressed in white that are there 

when Jesus comes out of the tomb on Easter Day. 

 

  “What‟s up?” they said, “You have things to do.”   

 

That‟s probably not what they wanted to hear.  What they wanted to 

hear was hey, it‟s vacation time, Jesus is gone.  Go back to doing what-

ever it is you want to do.  Go back to doing whatever you were doing 

before.  You can do whatever you want now because he is gone.  But 

that‟s not what they said. 

 

“Did you see how Jesus said „goodbye?‟ He will return to greet 

you again in the same way.” 

 

What that means for the disciples they got work to do.  Is being a 

Christian hard work?  What do you think?  Let me ask you people: Is 

being a Christian hard work?  Let‟s go with your answer—why is it 

hard work?  “Because you don‟t get to do what you want to do all the 

time,” says Mr. Shook.  Makes you kind of wonder what Mr. Shook 

would like to do all the time. 

 



 Sometimes it‟s really hard to not do what you want to do and 

that‟s why being a Christian can be really hard work—only, however, 

if you try to do it all by yourself.  If you try to follow God‟s law, God‟s 

will, God‟s way, God‟s truth, God‟s Gospel, by yourself it‟s really, re-

ally hard work and ultimately you can‟t do it.  It‟s too much work.   

 

  

 But if Jesus is with us then we aren‟t doing it all by ourselves. 

We are doing it in community with him and the community of people 

who know that Jesus is there to help them is called the church.  You 

are doing it with Christ and you are also doing it with each other.  We 

are the brothers and sisters that you have to depend on, to count on, 

ask from help from, whenever it is that being a Christian gets tough. 

 

  

 

 I came across a cool little craft that I thought you might like to 

do.  Mr. and Mrs. Stutzman are going to give you a hand with it.  This 

is sort of an ascension craft.  See the sun right here?  It says: Go and 

tell everyone, everywhere, I will always be with you.  And, of course, 

there is a picture of Jesus.  Check this out: this is what the disciples 

saw. 

 

 Whether you think it‟s cool or not I got all the stuff for you to 

make one of these all by yourself.  They will take you right across to 

Fellowship Hall where we have all the stuff to do this.  This is so sim-

ple I didn‟t even print an instruction sheet.  If you want to take mine as 

an example. 

 

 This is a way for us to remember the ascension and it‟s kind of 

an interesting thing because the ascension is when Jesus leaves but 

somehow he says to his disciples, “Even though I‟m leaving, I‟m also 

always with you.” 

 

 It takes us a whole lifetime to figure out all the ways in which 

those things which seem to kind of contradict each other are really true 

at the same time. 

 

 Thanks for coming up and sharing in our time this morning. 

 



Message   2 Peter 1:12-18 

 

 There is no place on the planet that I enjoy more than the beach.  

From the coast of Delaware (where I typically go on vacation) on a 

clear day you can see the tip of Cape May, New Jersey.  I‟ve been to 

Cape May a number of times.  It is a nice, quaint, little town.  I never 

stayed there, though, which is probably why I had no idea that for 

quite some time this particular ritual goes on every evening from Me-

morial Day through the middle of October.  See if you knew about it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A video was shown of Marvin Hume, a World War II veteran, who 

has hosted a flag ceremony at Sunset Beach, Cape May, NJ, for 40 

years. 

Each day from Memorial Day to Labor Day, a casket flag from a 

member of the U.S. armed forces is raised there. One half hour be-

fore sunset, the flag is lowered after a dedication and ceremony. 

Hume says a few words about the veteran, and then “God Bless 

America” and the “Star Spangled Banner,” are played over the 

P.A. system. 

“Taps” is played while the flag is lowered. If the family members 

are present, they can lower and fold the flag. If the family is not 

present, Hume asks for anyone from the crowd who is a veteran to 

help out.  The flag is folded and returned to the family. Some flags 

are donated for future use.  During the ceremony, if there are chil-

dren, they are taught the proper way to handle the flag, being care-

ful to keep it from touching the ground. 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 Obviously the piece was shot to be played at the 4th of July but 

the point of what goes on there at Sunset Beach is not about patriotism, 

it‟s about sacrifice.  The sacrifice of individuals who gave their lives in 

the service of the ideals and virtues that our country stands for: free-

dom, liberty, life, the pursuit of happiness.  I think at some point dur-

ing this coming summer if I have the opportunity I‟m going to take the 

ferry across from Delaware to Cape May just to be a part of it because 

memorials are something that unless you make an effort to go to them 

typically you are not a part of them.  Unless you get in the car and 

drive down to D.C. and walk through the Mall where all the different 

memorials are for not only the different presidents but also for the 

common man; for the common service person, for the common indi-

vidual who sacrificed and gave their lives.  Unless you make an effort 

to go out of your way to see them, you just miss them and therefore it 

is easy to forget. 

 

 The purpose of a memorial is to help us to remember and to 

honor the memory that someone from the past, and individual or an 

event, have placed into our common consciousness.  It‟s to remember 

who we are, where we‟ve come from and what it is that binds us to-

gether not only as a nation but as a people.  The purpose of a memorial 

is to make sure that we never forget.  There is a history behind and 

even though that was then and this is now the history that forms us is 

part of our identity.  It is part of who we are. 

 

  

 

 Unfortunately memorials can be regarded poorly also.  Do you 

know that a lot of people think of the church as a memorial?  The 

church is a memorial that‟s designed to help people honor the memory 

of what God has done in Christ. But they usually think of it as some-

thing that happened a long time ago, way, way back in the fog of antiq-

uity.  So far back that we just have stories, unbelievable stories, stories 

that we truly have trouble taking into our heart because they are such 

amazing tales; tales of sacrifice, tales of resurrection, tales of encoun-

tering a risen Lord.   

 

 



 And even though the purpose of this church, one of them at 

least, is to make sure that we never forget what it is that God has done 

in Christ, that‟s not the purpose for this building and your presence 

here this morning.   

 

 You and I will never forget what God has done for us in Christ 

but that‟s not where our work is.  This is not a eulogy about something 

that happened a long time ago.  This is a proclamation which goes be-

yond memorial.  Hear these words from 2nd Peter: 

 

You know the truth about Christ.  Each day is another oppor-

tunity to offer testimony to all we have seen.  But a reminder 

never hurts.  Let‟s face it; my mind isn‟t always what I‟d like it 

to be.  Neither is yours. 

 

That‟s not an insult, that‟s the reality.  I have trouble holding all the 

important stuff together in my mind from time to time and I know that 

you do too.  That‟s why these words hit us and sound so familiar. 

 

It‟s good to refresh our memories.  That way, after I‟m gone, 

you‟ll never forget what was done on our behalf.  

 

The story we tell is an eyewitness account of the presence and 

power of Christ.   

 

Some of us were not alive during the Second World War when Marvin 

Hume served his colleagues.  So we don‟t have a memory of his expe-

rience.  In fact, the only memory we truly have is the memory of our 

experience which is why if you think of the church as a memorial it‟s 

really only an edifice to help us remember ourselves because we are 

the only memory we have.  But when we talk about the power and 

presence of Christ what we are talking about is a person and an event 

that has reached throughout history to grab a hold of all of us and as 

the first disciples have said so we echo 

 

We saw him.  We watched him receive honor and glory fro God 

the Father.  We heard the voice when it said, “This is my Son.  I 

love him.  He is my joy.”  We were there with him on the moun-

tain.  And he is here with us now. 

 



 The church is not just a memorial to what God did. 

 

 So many people when they drive by here on a Sunday morning 

think that you all are sitting in some kind of a funeral service.  It‟s not 

that we believe in a dead God, it‟s just that there is just nothing going 

anymore.  People say, “Oh, I wish things like happened in the Bible 

still happened today.  It would be so much easier to believe.”  Really, 

really is your vision that narrow that you can‟t see the miracles going 

on around us? 

 

  

 

 

 

 The church is a living testimony as to what God is doing now.  It 

not only recalls what was, it confesses what is.   

 

 

 

 

 

 And the purpose of the church is to make sure everybody 

knows.  There are those who don‟t have a memory of what God has 

done in their lives because they never have been shown God‟s pres-

ence.  They may have experienced God‟s grace, they may be aware of 

the fact that somehow something bigger than them seems to be at work 

but they can‟t identify it.  No one has pointed out to them what it is 

that characterizes the miracle of the Gospel; how it is that their lives 

have changed.  It is not only our purpose to celebrate what has been, it 

is our purpose to make sure everybody knows what‟s going on right 

now. 

 

 Therefore we have to grow our witness.  Our witness is not 

backward looking only.  Our witness is present.  It is a testimonial.  It 

moves from what was to what is every time we experience his victory, 

the victory of giving one‟s self and sacrificing one‟s self over so that 

someone else may come to know his love. 

 

 On this particular weekend in our Nation we make it a point.  

 



We go out of our way to remember all of those who are not here be-

cause they experienced the triumph of their ideals, of their beliefs, of 

their faith.  They gave themselves willingly in the service of something 

much larger than themselves.  Because of that they have experienced 

the victory of Christ where we erupt forth out of the tomb of self inter-

est and of individuality to share ourselves with something that is eter-

nal, that is beautiful, that is glorious. 

 

  

 

 We experience testimonial when we allow God‟s virtue, the 

good things, the qualities and the characteristics of what are truly di-

vine, to be embodied in our witness. 

 

 If you want to know what it is to love the people right next to 

you can show you how to do that.  Because when you shook hands 

earlier today, I know the tendency is to think of that as some filler 

(“Gee, pastor, we do this every week, I shake the same hands every 

week. They say the same thing every week.).  But that‟s not what this 

is for.  How many times in the course of a week does anyone actually 

put their hand out to you and pull you in and say to you, “God loves 

you and I‟m doing my best.”  It‟s not that you are unlovable.  It‟s just 

that I‟m so difficult to be loved and have that love flow through me.  

My memory of what that love looks like given to me by those who 

have given so much to teach it to me, my memorial becomes testimo-

nial when I share it with you.  When I put the hand of Christ out I‟m 

not putting out my hand.  I‟m putting out his hand.  When you shake 

the hands of those around you, when you look at their name tag, look 

them in the face and say, “Ron, it is good to see you.  The peace of 

Christ be with you.”  That‟s not you talking anymore.  That‟s a testi-

mony to the one who lives in us, to the one who walks with us, to the 

one who will never abandon us.  The one who says, “I am with you al-

ways everyday of your journey.”   

 

It is not a memorial.  Yes, he‟s been with us so far but its testi-

monial in that it continues onward.  The hand is always out and we be-

come testimonial when we echo his voice.  I have heard the voice of 

Christ in people who have offered me such words of kindness and af-

firmation and guidance and comfort, I can‟t even begin to name them.  

 



 They are sitting here in this room but they are also part of the 

memorial of my life.  They have spoken with his voice and like that 

image of the Good Shepherd who calls out to his sheep and they rec-

ognize the sound of his voice, we have been drawn together this morn-

ing to echo the voice of compassion and mercy and forgiveness, of re-

spect and value to all people.   

 

 

 

 We have come together to offer a testimony because that 

is what we do when we extend his vision to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are people who do not know how much has been given 

that their lives may be free; their lives may be rich and full.  I‟m not 

just talking about the freedom that we celebrate in our nation.  I‟m 

talking about the freedom to be who God has created us to be.   

 

It is a worldwide community called the Kingdom on earth as it 

is in heaven.  And this is but a foreshadowing of that fellowship.  It‟s 

not perfect and it never will be but if we allow the vision of Christ who 

sees in every person the image of our Heavenly Father then we know 

that the time will come whether it be on May 21st of this year, the time 

will come at sometime in the future when God‟s will will be done and 

every person will understand what has been given for them and what 

their lives are truly for.   

 

Yes, we are never to forget.  We are never to allow the memory 

of the one who has gone before us and of all the blessings we have 

been given to fade away from us.  But more importantly let‟s never 

forget that many don‟t need a thing about what I‟ve just said to you. 

That is what the church is for.  To celebrate what has been and to work 

now on what God is calling to be. 

 

  

 


