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Childrenôs Sermon   I Corinthians 12:14-18, 25-28 

 

 Godôs great gifts are intended for us to share with people of eve-

ry age and station in life.  Okay, kids, now. 

 

 Good morning everybody!  How are you doing?  There are bags 

here in the front of the sanctuary and you know what that means.  It 

means that a year ago we distributed these grocery bags with these lists 

on them.  By the way, the lists from last year are exactly the same as 

they are twelve months later.  In our Cupboard at Calvary we still need 

the same items.  In descending order we need: cleaning supplies, toi-

letries, paper products, canned soup, canned meats, cereal, peanut but-

ter and jelly, canned fruits, canned vegetables and pasta and sauces. 

 

 What we would like you to do is to distribute the bags as fast as 

you can while we sing a hymn which actually was just being played 

for us so we all remember the tune.  Last year at this time our October 

food bag collection netted 271 bags of food.  I think you could get 271 

bags of food from this worship service alone.  Am I right?  Youôre darn 

right.  You donôt just use the bags that are given.  These are the re-

minder bags so that when you go to the store even if you forget these 

bags youôre thinking, ñOh, I remember that stuff Iôm supposed to get.ò  

You are not restricted to just the bag you get this morning.  You can get 

as many bags as you want from as many places you want.  If you 

would be willing to take a bag and bring back at least this bag these 

guys are going to give you a bag while we all sing together The Cup-

board Hymn which is to the tune of the song I Am Church.   

 



 You know that this week we had a couple of rainy days.  As I 

was thinking about the worship service today and working on the bul-

letin cover I remembered something that I used to do when I was a kid 

on a rainy day.  If you take a look at the bulletin you will notice it is a 

collage of pictures.  In fact the person who was putting the bulletin to-

gether on Friday at the receptionist desk said, ñYou realized no one is 

going to here your sermon because they are all looking for themselves 

in the pictures on the front of the bulletin.  On the front of the bulletin 

is a collage of images.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to put all those images on one page I had to kind of 

move them around and slide them around which reminded me of a 

slide puzzle that I used to have when I was a kid.  I was actually a pic-

ture of Jesus.  It wasnôt one of these four but it was a picture of Jesus 

holding a lamb.  I got that puzzle from somebody in my Sunday 

School and every time I would think of it I would just kind of pull it 

out and work the pieces around.  Youôll notice that in this particular 

slide puzzle there is only one way for you to see the picture.  The piec-

es have to be arranged in a certain way.  So naturally when you first 

get it, or you use it, you have to have somebody mess it up so that 

there is then something for you to do.  Because if you donôt mess it up 

it looks like this and then here is nothing for you to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a way this church you are sitting in is a lot like those slide 

puzzles.  Every day we kind of get thing handed to us and it is sort of 

confusing.  You have to do things to arrange it.  You have to slide the 

pieces around: what am I going to do with my time, what Iôm going to 

 



do with school, how Iôm going to treat other people.  The church is just 

like your life.  Itôs like a big slide puzzle with all the different pieces 

coming together and moving around trying to form a picture that other 

people will recognize.  Amazingly enough the picture that other people 

will see in us is a very familiar picture to us.  Listen to these words 

from I Corinthians. 

 

God has a vision for how we should live and work together.  

You can see it in the organ-ization of your body.  It has many 

different parts.  They do different jobs, but they all work togeth-

er.  Some parts are beautiful.  Others are yucky.  Some you see.  

Some you cover with clothing.  Some are covered with skin.  No 

one part is better than another.  God has arranged everything.  

Each part does its part.  You are the result! 

 

The way God designed our bodies is a model of understanding 

our lives together as a church.  Each person is different.  We can 

do different things, but we all work together.  No one is better 

than me.  Iôm no better than you.  If we know our part, we all 

part-icipate! 

 

  

 

 

 

 As I said every day I arrange the pieces of my life in order to 

show other people what Jesus looks like just like this slide puzzle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 If youôll notice the little slide puzzle forms one picture but there 

is only one way to make the picture right and thatôs to put all the piec-

es in their proper order.   

 

 



  

 

 How many ways to think there are to get from this which makes 

no picture whatsoever to the design that is intended?  Is there only one 

way to do it?  No, you can move all the pieces any way you want.  You 

can take as long as you want.  You can move the pieces around in any 

direction.  How you do it, how you go from this chaos to the picture 

that God intends is up to you.   

 

 

 

 

 You decide how it gets done.  I spent about a half an hour yes-

terday working on this one. 

 

 

 All these people around you that God has called together called 

Calvary; God is working with each of us to arrange our gifts, our grac-

es, our time, our talents and our treasures in order to show people the 

picture that he wants the world to see.   

 

I thought maybe you would like a slide puzzle to play with (but 

not until 9:30).  Youôll notice that the slide puzzle that you get has a 

little spacer in it to keep the pieces from getting out of whack.  The 

first thing you do is take the spacer out so that you can move the piec-

es around.  Then you hand it to somebody else and let them mess up 

the picture for you so you can put it back together.  Thatôs what the 

church is all aboutðputting the pieces together. 

 

Thanks for sharing in our time this morning. 

 

 

Message   Ephesians 1:15-19 

 

mE/CHURCH video 

 

Imagine a church where every member is passionately, whole-

heartedly, recklessly calling the shots. 

 

 



I have a busy work week and by the time Sunday rolls around, 

Iôm tired.  So, how about a church service that starts when I get 

there. 

 

Can do.  When you arrive, we begin. 

 

This guy (points to baby), he plays by his own rules.  We want to 

find a church where, if he starts screaming, we are not the bad 

guy. 

 

Say no more.  If your baby starts screaming, you stay seated.  

The other around you can leave. 

 

Financially, Sherry and I donôt give a lot to the church.  So, we 

would sure like to know who does. 

 

Alright.  If you join now you will know what every person gives 

in detail. 

 

When I am in a church service, can my car get a buff and a 

wax? 

 

Not just that, but an oil change and a tune-up. 

 

How about tickets to the Super Bowl? 

 

Thatôs asking too much. 

 

Iôm serious.  If I am going to join, I want tickets to the big game. 

 

Alright.  You join now and we will get you there. 

 

Iôd like a pony. 

 

Look in you back yard. 

 

Me/Churchðwhere Itôs all about you! 

 

 You donôt know whether to laugh or not, do you?  Because there 

 



are two competing visions for what the church should be about.  And 

they battle out in our hearts and our minds for our attention.  It really is 

a dangerous thing to be part of a fellowship which professes to be to-

tally about someone other than me because it is such an extraordinary 

thing.  In our lives there is no place else where our energies and our 

resources, the elements of our existence, are arranged to do something 

other than serve us.  So thatôs one idea about the church.  Hereôs a little 

video about another idea. 

 

be/Church video 

Iôll find myself wanting to please the crowd. 

Iôll find myself wanting to please the crowd. 

Iôll need you to remind me that I should obey God. 

That I should obey God. 

Iôll act like I donôt have any problems. 

Iôll need you to show me how to share my struggles with others. 

Iôll want ot have a lot of money so that I can buy what I want. 

Iôll need you to teach me that my things belong to God. 

That my things belong to God. 

Iôll struggle with my looks and appearance. 

Iôll need you to remind me that God wonderfully made me. 

Iôll tend to think of myself before others. 

Iôll need you to teach me that the last will become first. 

The last will become first.  The last will become first. 

Iôll think Iôm a lot smarter than I actually am. 

Iôll think Iôm a lot smarter than I actually am. 

Iôll need you to show me how to learn from Godôs wisdom. 

Iôll want to avoid hard conversations. 

Iôll want to avoid hard conversations. 

Iôll need you to show me how to speak the truth in love - in love. 

Iôll look for happiness in many different places. 

Iôll need you to show me that joy is found in following Christ. 

Iôll find myself stuck in bad habits. 

Iôll need you to show me the way out. 

Iôll need you to show me the way out. 

Iôll need you - Iôll need you - Iôll need you - Iôll need you 

To point me towards Christ when no one else will. 

To point me towards Christ when no one else will. 

  

 



 So there is ñmeò church and thereôs ñthe church where itôs all 

about Him.   

 

 I put these two little videos out in front of you as we come to 

this third week as we celebrate our ministry together.  Over in Fellow-

ship Hall between the services and after the late service there is a dis-

play this week of the administrative and organizational aspects of who 

we are as a congregation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

I just want to simply remind us that over the last several weeks 

we have been talking about the different ways in which the church has 

and shares one particular ministry because if Christ calls us to be the 

church, as we talked about two weeks ago, our ministry must be edu-

cational.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only thing that we have to share with the world, the only 

thing that makes that the words that we speak, the things that we do, 

the money that we give, the food that we distribute, is the idea that we 

do it as the result of the grace of God.  So the educational ministry of 

the church is to help us become more aware of what that grace means 

for us, more accepting not only of the gifts that God is giving to us, but 

also accepting of those around us.  More affirming in the way in which 

our lives and our gifts can be placed in his service and to figure out 

how as a church we can do things by applying such grace to our lives 

that we could never do on our own. 

 

  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 Last week we talked about being the church through a relational 

ministry, through the things that make us tight with one another and 

draw us into fellowship but the things that enable us to say as 

Lockridge said in that powerful video that we shared last week: 

ñThatôs MY King.ò  Heôs my King because of what he did for me, 

what he does through me, what he does to me, what he does in me and 

what he gives to me. 

 

  

 

 

 

 But this week we talk about what it means to be the organiza-

tional church.  An organization gets a bad rap, I think.  People think of 

organizations as something which typically we owe something to, we 

are obligated to, or demands things from us.  Organization is the only 

thing which separates order from chaos.  At the beginning of creation 

God orders all things to be, organizes stuff.  So the world around us is 

just a very, very large and very complex organization.   

 

 

 

  

 

 To organize simply means to arrange elements, things, and re-

sources; gifts that we have, abilities that we have, the time that we 

have according to a vision.  If you go to file things in your office or if 

you have to help your kid figure out to do some homework there is al-

most always a vision in place.  Now it may not be an exciting vision.  

The alphabet doesnôt make for an exciting vision nor does a mathemat-

ic sequence.  But the purpose of these things is to help us order our 

lives.   

 

 
 



In the church the vision for our organization is pretty simple.  

There are three things represented by Father, Son and Holy Spiritð

which is just, by the way, another way of organizing our thinking 

about God.   

 

 

The church is organized according to the grace of God that we 

talked about several weeks ago,  

 

 

 

 

the love of Christ and  

 

 

 

 

 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.   

 

 

 

These three things; gifts from God the Creator, God the Re-

deemer and God the Sustainer are the things that form the organiza-

tional vision that help us not only the administer the wealth that we 

have but also to help us work together in ways which change the 

world.  Paul shares these words with his friends in Ephesus. 

 

Your relationship with Christ is a cause for celebration!  You 

trust in the Master to redeem your life.  You reach out in love to 

all so they can experience the new life he gives.  But youôre not 

done.  I pray that you grow in wisdom and grace.  I pray that 

you see exactly what it is he is calling you to do.  I pray that you 

take hold of the power he gives you. 

 

In all things, Christ rules the church.  The church is not an op-

tionðanother organization to attend and support. 

 

Think about thatðthe church is not an option.  I know there are peo-

 



ple; me included who from time to time say, ñYou know what.  I think 

the best way for me to worship today is to go kayaking out in the Dela-

ware Bay.ò  Invariably when I do that, immediately when Iôm sitting 

out there floating, I begin to think of people.  I begin to think of you.  I 

begin to think of my family and my friends.  I begin to think of the 

things that people are going through.  And I recognize and I realize 

that by myself I can do very little make a difference in anyoneôs life.  

The church is not an optional, throw away thing.  Itôs not another to 

attend and support.  People who have the ñMe Churchò attitude pay 

dues to church.  Iôve got to tell you, I cringe when I hear someone say 

that word within these walls.  Because it says to me, you know what, 

this is just another obligation.  Itôs like getting a mortgage statement 

from the bank.  Oh, hereôs another bill Iôve got to write.  Oh, itôs Sun-

day morning, hereôs another place Iôve got to be.  Come on, itôs not 

that.  Itôs never supposed to be that.  Itôs never about me and my stuff, 

me and my schedule, me and my time. 

 

The church is essentialðthe presence of Christ. 

 

  The people here around you are the presence of Christ.  Itôs what or-

ganizes us.  Itôs what gives us a reason to be together and if weôre not 

together for those reasons then we are just going to church.   

 

We donôt just go to church. We are the church.  You are the 

church.  Through you, he speaks and acts.  Through us, he fills 

everything with his presence. 

 

 Therefore, if Christ is our vision then all the things that are part 

of this organization are brought together for a few very simply purpos-

es.  We are organized together as the church to become the creed.  You 

know the Creed: I believe in God the Father, Almighty, the maker of 

heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ his only son our Lordé.  Now 

we donôt say it every week like we used to in decades past and the rea-

son that we donôt do that, at least from my point of view, is that it be-

comes repetitive and something that we say by rote.  It doesnôt really 

mean anything.  So we say the Creed and in saying it, it almost excus-

es us from actually being the Creed.  I can talk about believing in God 

the Father and in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, conceived by the 

Holy Spirit.  All that stuff, all those words I can spout.  I can do that.  

 



But to be the Creed means that it has to go from concept to execution.  

It has to go from thought to action. 

 

 Believe in me and you will do greater things than I have done.  

You will share the same work that I am doing.  If you share my work 

and Godôs vision, ask for my help and Godôs grace you will have it. 

 

 When Jesus said, ñAsk in the name of my Father, anything you 

want,ò heôs not talking about me.  Heôs talking about being the pres-

ence of Christ.  And Christ will equip us to do great things in his name. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 If he is the vision, we must be organized to take the lead.  The 

church is a leading organization. We donôt follow.  We donôt walk be-

hind anybody but Christ. And because Christ is the perfect representa-

tion of what it means to be a human being and to be in community 

with God that means that when he moves out in front of us us have to 

follow.  He takes the lead like a shepherd and his sheep.  The sheep lis-

ten to the voice of the shepherd.  He calls the sheep by name and then 

he leads them out and they follow him because they know his voice. 

 

  

 

 

 

There are people that you can draw to Christ without ever saying his 

name.  There are people that you can bring close to the grace of God 

without ever reciting The Apostleôs Creed.  There are ways to share 

with other people the power of the Holy Spirit without ever bringing 

them to church.  You know what it is: itôs called love, forgiveness, 

peace, justice, mercy, kindness.  Itôs every possible gift that God has 

given to you. 

 

  

 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 If Christ is the vision we are also organized to sow the seeds.  

The seeds of Godôs love you have been given inside you the potential 

to give reconciling love to all people.  What a great gift, what a great 

opportunity and what an awesome responsibility that is.  Godôs king-

dom is like seed.  The farmer sows it.  The seed sprouts and grows.  

Itôs time for the harvest.  You and I live lives that are scattering the 

seed of the love of God.  How it happens that someone comes to know 

him through you is totally miraculous and mysterious but it will hap-

pen because God has given us good seeds. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 If Christ is the vision for what organizes us together, we must 

meet the needs around us.  This thing right here is just a symbol.  Itôs 

twice a year we pass these bags out.  Now I didnôt know if everybody 

stood up to get one.  I didnôt take names down.  The ushers werenôt 

back there writing your name if you didnôt stand up to get one.  Frank-

ly it doesnôt matter because the needs around us are so great and so 

sometimes subtle.  The person behind you and in front of you, the per-

son sitting to your left and your right, the person who has the needs, 

just like those kids in that video.  Iôll need you to help me understand 

what Christ asks of me.  Iôll need you to remind me that Iôm wonder-

fully made when everybody else is laughing at me.  There are needs 

expressed by every person who is in this room and even the person 

who is no longer in this room. 

 

  

 

 



 So when we think about being organized and coming together as 

a church, love from the center of whom you are.  Let us not be togeth-

er in some kind of a small sense of being nice to one another.  Donôt 

burn out.  Keep yourselves fueled to the flame.  Donôt quit in hard 

times, pray even harder.  Help anyone in need and be creative an in-

ventive in your generosity.  Do something.  Do something when you 

go out of this place.  I donôt know what it is that you are going to do 

but think about what it is that you could do today to share that sense of 

Godôs grace, the love of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit with 

somebody in your life.  You donôt have to plan it out all that much.   

 

  

 You just have to decide to do something because the vision that 

brings us together, the thing that unites us, the vision that we are orga-

nized for is not this one.   

 

 

  

 

 Itôs not about me and itôs not about what you can do for me and 

itôs not about what I can come here and get to take with me.   

 

 

 

  

 Itôs all about being the body of Christ.  This is the vision that 

brings us together this morning. 

 

  

 


