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DONôT GO TO CHURCH 
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Childrenôs Sermon    1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 

 We are pleased to celebrate believers of every age and station in 

life including the children that we welcome to the front of this worship 

space at this time during worship. 

 

 Good morning!  As I mentioned last week, many of us were 

without power.  In fact, the power here in the sanctuary went off a 

number of times before worship began and that was due to a big storm 

named Irene which came up the Eastern Coast.   

 

 

 

 

As you can see from these images it did an awful lot of damage to a lot 

of peopleôs homes.  It changed communities and in fact there are still 

people without power in some places around the Northeast.  There is a 

lot of work to be done and there are lots of very gifted people who are 

willing to do it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I mentioned a couple of weeks ago that one of the places I like 

to go in the summertime is this place which is called Cape Henlopen.  

Cape Henlopen was also affected by Irene as Irene came up the coast.   

 

 

 



 The next day after the storm went by and the waves had subsid-

ed something could be seen there that you almost never see.  People 

who were walking along the beach began to see a big pile of shells in a 

line that wound all the way around that point.  When I say a big pile of 

shells Iôm talking about more sea shells than you could put in a dump 

truck.  They were everywhere.  They were all beautiful shells.  Some 

of them had been broken but they were all kind of pretty in their own 

way so I took a couple photographs just to show you what they looked 

like.  But more important it sort of suggested to me a little Childrenôs 

Sermon that I thought we could all understand with a great deal of 

ease.  All of these shells are really kind of symbols of what we are as 

people and how it is that God has gifted us.   

 

 

All the shells are of different sizes.   

 

 

 

 

If you could have brought them home and weighed them and 

measured them you would have found that there were no two shells 

that were exactly the same size.   

 

 

They were all different colors.  Some of them were mostly black 

and gray.  Some of them were brown and white.  Some of them had all 

kind of mixtures of colors.   

 

 

 

They were different shapes.  When you look at the top of those 

two shells one of them has kind of a spiral and the other one has spikes 

on it.   

 

 

There were even shells of different designs.  There is a left-

handed shell on the screen and a right-handed shell on the screen.  The 

right-handed one is relatively rare.  The left-handed one is common.  I 

didnôt know that.  I found that out by doing a little bit of research. 

 



 

All of these shells came from the same place.  They came from 

the ocean.   

 

 
 

 

And when they are doing their job they all do the same thing.  

Inside of each of those shells is a living thing.   

 

 

 

If you put them to your ear, amazingly enough, they all sing the 

same song because they are all like each of us products of a loving 

God and they are special and unique even though in a lot of respects 

they are very much the same.  Thatôs kind of like us and the gifts God 

gives us.  Paul says these words in I Corinthians 12. 

 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 

them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 

There are different kinds of work, but the same God at work in 

each person.  Everyone is given gifts to contribute to the com-

mon good of the Kingdom.  Some people are very intelligent.  

Others possess common sense and wisdom.  Some bring healing 

to the hurting.  Others have the power to reveal Godôs power.  

Some can preach.  Some teach.  Others can share the Message 

without words.  Whatever your gift, you know who to thank for 

it!  The Spirit of God gives great things to everyone. 

 

 And so I thought maybe you would like a shell.  I would nor-

mally let you pick the shell that you take but if we are going to be true 

to this idea that God distributes the gifts, in this little scenario  guess 

who is Godðme, exactly.  So there is basket of shells here and Iôll just 

kind of randomly pick them out and give one to each of you.   

 

 Just like the gifts that God gives us, what you do with it is pretty 

much up to you.  You can take it home, you show it to people, you can 

throw it away and you can do whatever you want because itôs yours.   

 

 If you look at them youôll notice that no two are the same.  They 

 



all come from the same place yet they are different.  Put them to your 

ear.  They all sing the same songðthe song of a Creator God.  Thank 

for sharing in our time this morning. 

 

 

Message   John 17-20-23 

 

 (Here are a few reasons why people donôt go to church.  A video 

is played showing different people and their reasons.) 

 

 National Go Back to Church Week is in two weeks and this is a 

video that has been around for a couple years which that particular or-

ganization is using to promote the idea that churches are welcoming 

places.  They shared some of the reasons why people who typically 

donôt associate with fellowships of faith have given to keep, in effect, 

from giving it a try.  Probably, as you listened to some of those people 

talk, have felt some of those things yourself even if you have been here 

for a long, long time. 

 

 I had an epiphany over the summer and it helped me to under-

stand what the most common reason is that people donôt go to church.  

The most common reason that people donôt go to church is me.  Well 

not me particularly but Christians like me. 

 

  

 

 

 I went to the Epworth United Methodist Church in Rehobath 

Beach, Delaware.  It was a brand new building, finished in the last 

year.  Not as nice as this one, of course, but itôs a nice, new building.  I 

realized when I walked in the door that I might have gone there for the 

wrong reason.  You see as a person who has been involved in a build-

ing project in the not too distant past, it is kind of interesting to see 

what other people do when they decided to renovate and build their 

building.  This building was built from scratch.  They moved from in 

town out to the suburbs of the town and they built this beautiful new 

plant.   

 

 As I walked through the building and collected information and 

 



literature and greeted people I realized I probably was there for the 

wrong reason.  Not just that Sunday was I in church for the wrong rea-

son. It turns out that more I thought about it, the more I listened to the 

words of the hymns being sung, the more I realized Iôm usually in 

church for the wrong reason.  Because of that I am not a terribly good 

sales person.  I am not a terribly good advocate for the Christian 

church.  

 

 One of the reasons I go to church, which is totally wrong, is out 

of a sense of obligation or duty.  You know, I have to go.  I can remem-

ber my father telling me this when I was six years old.  ñDad, do I 

have to go to church?ò  ñYes, you have to go.  Now put those wool 

pants on.ò  I was so upset by wearing wool pants one Sunday that I ac-

tually threw up on them to try to get out of going.  And do you know 

what my dad did?  He wiped them off.   

 

  

 

  

 I sometimes go to church because I want to meet friends and 

network.  I love you people.  There are some fine, fantastic, fun loving 

individuals in this place.  This is a great place to go and meet people 

and if you happen to have a business it is a great place to network.  I 

want to see and I want to be seen.  I want to see who shows up, I want 

to know what they are wearing and I want them to see my cool, new 

Hawaiian shirt.  And so I go to network and to be with friends. 

 

  

 

 

 I also go to church because Iôve got needs, folks, and I want 

them to be met.  I need to know that you care about me.  I need to 

know that my lifeôs not as bad as yours is.  So when I come here some-

times Iôm asking the question: What can you do for me today?  Is that 

a question that youôve ever asked when you walk in these doorsð

What can you do for me?   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

I ask it all the time because a lot of times I go to church to affirm my 

own worth. God is great, God is good, me too.  Iôm great, Iôm good. 

 

  

 

 

 

 For clergy, however, sitting in a sanctuary watching somebody 

else conduct a worship service, I often go to church to see and be the 

show.  You see when I go to other peopleôs churches I watch their 

show.  When Iôm standing here talking to you, I am the show sad to 

say.  And what that feels like from an ego perspective is; boy, I hope 

they like me today.  I hope they donôt walk out of here disappointed.  

Dig me.  Because frankly when I work on this sermon, when I do the 

bulletin, when Pastor Jeff practices his music, we want to be approved 

of.  We want to be loved.  We want to be cared for.  We want you to pat 

us on the head and applaud us.  By the way, itôs okay to applaud after a 

sermon too.  Do I have to sing something to get applause?   

 

 Sometimes I go to church to learn from experts.  Iôve actually 

gone to worship in the presence of people who I thought of as really 

great preachers in order to get a few tips.  So I took notes.  I watched 

what they did because if I didnôt take notes Iôd forget everything that 

they said.  If they have all the answers thatôs less work for me. 

 

 The reason I go to church is to have somebody show me and tell 

me what to do because then I donôt have to have any doubts or ques-

tions.  I donôt have to figure it out. 

 

  

 

 But, for people who are employed by the church, letôs be reason-

able I go to church because you give me a pay check.   

 

 
 



 Now is that why Iôm here?  Cha-Ching!  No, itôs not why I am 

here.  But Iôve got to tell you there are some Sunday mornings when I 

really donôt like what Iôve got prepared, where I have to go, where Iôm 

hoping somebody will affirm me, and where all those other reasons 

come into play.  And the last one is if I donôt go you are going to be 

upset and there goes my job. 

 

 If I go to church for the wrong reasons then what I get from 

church, what I take away from church is not what God intends me to 

get.  We sang a song a little while ago called ñI Am the Churchò which 

preaches the message far better than I can.  But all it needs is a little 

tweaking in order for you to kind of get a feel for the bad attitude that I 

often go to church with and that I suspect from time to time you often 

come to church with.  So even though youôve never seen these words 

before youôll love the song.  Sing it with me. 

 

I go to church, you go to church, we go to church together.  Sit 

there for an hour, mildly entertained.  We go to church together. 

 

Habitually we gather with old friends and with neighbors.  For 

years weôve heard about Godôs claim on our time and labors.   

 

I go to church, you go to church, we go to church together.  Sit 

there for an hour, mildly entertained.  We go to church together. 

 

Discipleship is easy.  The Master did it for us.  So all we have to 

do is chill.  ñHey preacher do not bore us.ò 

 

I got to church, you go to church, we go to church together.  Sit 

there for an hour, mildly entertained.  We go to church together. 

 

The work is never ending, and Jesus calls us to it.  My sched-

uleôs kind of full today - let someone else do it. 

 

I go to church, you go to church, we go to church together.  Sit 

there for an hour, fmildly entertained.  We go to church together. 

 

Oh, what a beautiful song and what a beautiful sentiment. 

 

 



 See hereôs the issue: if you look at the scriptures and read every-

thing that Jesus said, if you watched what he did, he never once asked 

us to go to church.  Never once did Jesus say, what I want you to do is 

to get together for one hour a week, sing the same songs, read the same 

thing, pray the same prayers.  He never once suggested that we form 

ourselves into an organization which satisfied the demands of disciple-

ship.   

 

  

 

 

 Rather what he does is pour out his life to show us how to be the 

churchðnot to go to church but to be it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 Going to church means nothing if you are not going to be the 

church.  Think of the original words of that songðI AM the Church.  

If you conjugate the verb to be, I am the church, you are the church, 

we are the church.  Not I go to church, you go to church, I am the 

church and hereôs what the church looks like. 

 

My prayer is not only for the disciples you have gathered here 

with me.  I pray for all who will come to know me through their 

work and witness. 

 

Jesus is praying not only for us when he prays this prayer.  He is pray-

ing for the work that we will do which will draw other people to him 

which will expand the boundaries of the church outward.  Not in the 

sense that it is an organization but rather in the sense as the video sug-

gests that these are people who are in a relationship. They are connect-

ed.  Not that they go to someplace where connection is celebrated. 

   

The goal is for all who believe to become one heart and mind.  

As you live in me and I in you, Father, may they live in us.  I 

have given them all that you gave me.  They will grow and ma-

ture in their ministry and unity.  Their lives will testify to your 

 



love and my presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order for us to be the church and not simply go to church, we 

must confess that Jesus is the word made flesh.  Thatôs something that 

we do individually.  Thatôs called a Confession of Faith.  Thatôs what it 

means when we enter into that relationship with Christ which allows 

us to set aside our sinful identity and claim him perfect identity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that happens individually.  We donôt do that together. At 

some point in your life you entered into that relationship.  Now it may 

be that you will enter into that relationship time and time again.  You 

may have a moment of conversion but you may have a process of con-

version.  Itôs been suggested that unless you can identify that day and 

time that itôs not real.  And for many of us there are a number of dates 

and times that are real enough in terms of us establishing that relation-

ship and claiming the identity of Christian.  I can name for you a doz-

en times in my life when the reach of God was extended to me by 

those around and by something that occurred that I understand in a 

new way, in a special way, in a redemptive way, that I am a child of 

God and I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

But that personal confession, that identity, is not enough for us 

to be the church.  You can confess it all you like, you can speak the 

words all you want, you can show up in church as many Sundays as 

you have in your lifetime and say the Apostleôs Creed but that doesnôt 

make you the church.  If you want to be the church you have to ex-

press that word with your flesh.  The word made flesh is a relationship 

that I have and thatôs what it means to be a Christian.   

 

 



In order to be a Christian I have to express what that word is in 

the flesh of my body, in the energy of my heart, in my thoughts of my 

mind, in the words of my mouth.  Itôs not enough just for me to have 

that relationship.  That relationship is to be extended in Godôs generos-

ity to me and in my generosity to others. 

 

This is the old debate.  Itôs found a number of times in the scrip-

tures.  The difference between faith and works.  Faith is personal and 

private.  Works are public and professional.  Not that we get paid for 

them but in so doing we profess the faith that we confess.  We make 

public the things that define us.  Our identity is shown forth.  ñIf you 

have faith in me not only will you do what I am doing,ò Jesus said, 

ñYou will do even greater things in my name.  Iôm giving you the same 

work that God has given me.ò (John 14:12-13) 

 

Jesus understands that the work that he was given he now passes 

on to what has become the church.  He didnôt say, ñGo to church.ò  He 

said, ñBe the church.ò  Ministry is the serving of the people of God 

with the love of God and that was the work that was entrusted to 

Christ. 

 

Over the next four weeks in Fellowship Hall between and after 

both services we are going to be doing a celebration of our ministry 

together.  Itôs a Ministry Fair and each of the next four Sundays there 

will be an aspect of our activity, of our shared identity which is sort of 

going to be on display for you to take a look at.   

 

Next week we are going to talk about the ministry that we share 

which is educational.  In order for us to know God we have to learn 

about God.  A lot of times for us that involves the work of the people 

in this congregation who are dedicated to helping us grow in grace and 

knowledge. 

 

 

The week after that we will talk about our relational ministry 

which has to do a lot with worship both publicly and privately and the 

way in which we reach out in care to one another here in this congre-

gation. 

 
 

 


